William, Clara, and Madeleine Cross/Croix 


Research by Nicholas Moreau 


This research was done after-hours by Nicholas Moreau, an archivist at Region of Peel 
Archivist, after “discovery” of the Cross/Croix family. A small number of glass negative 
photographs attributable to William are in the RPA collection. Research was largely compiled on 
April 9, 2024, and the following days. The document was completed on July 23, 2024. 


Clara Kidd was born January 20, 1874. 
William Henri Croix was born February 1880 in France.' 


William “was an officer on the second boat to carry a wireless outfit. He was second mate on the 
American liner Philadelphia, when the wonderful new distance annihilating device, invented a 
short time previously by Marconi, was installed for use on her trans-atlantic voyages in the year 
1902. He grew interested in wireless and soon became proficient.” 


William emigrated to Canada in 1902.° 
William naturalized in 1906.* 


In 1907, William Henri Cross was a motorman living at 17 Lucas Street, Toronto.° There is no 
obvious historic Lucas Street in Toronto.® 


Madeleine was born to William and Clara on January 1, 1907. She was delivered by Dr. D. 
McKenzie.’ Note that the spelling Madeleine is used on birth registration, gravestone, and all 
three family member’s death notices, so it should outweigh Anglifications in other records. 


Madeleine was baptized June 30, 1907. 


As of 1911, the family lived in enumeration district 3 of Albion Township, at concession 6, lot 4.° 
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The family’s surname is listed as Croix, the French version of Cross, on the 1911 census.° 
William was a farmer at the time. Clara and Madeleine lived on the same farm.'? The family was 
Anglican at the time." 


First World War 


According to a profile of Madeleine in the Sfar, 1922: 


During the war, when he [William] was a first-class naval warrant officer, he was loaned 
by the British government to the American navy as a wireless expert. 


There were three William Henry Crosses in the First World War, Canadian Expeditionary Force: 


e Manchester, England-born William Henry Cross, of Toronto, born 1888, whose wife was 
Sarah 
Toronto-born William Henry Cross, of Toronto, born 1901, whose mother was Fanny 
Kidsgrove, Staffordshire, England-born William Henry Cross, of Regina, born 1889, 
whose mother was Thurse Cross 


There were no William Henri Cross, William Henry Croix, or William Henri Croix. 
British records are challenging. 


There is seemingly only one American with the name William Henry Cross registered in the First 
World War civilian draft, born 1875, and registering at Banner, Nebraska. 


After the war 


At some point at “an early age” — before a 1922 article, when she was 15 — Madeleine 
became “the only licensed girl amateur wireless operator in Canada.” The Toronto Daily Star 
mused that she “practically learned her alphabet at a radio set.”'” 


Madeleine was profiled in the Star in 1922. In part, they said: 


Madeleine Cross is interested in other things besides wireless. She is a bright girl, 
though quiet in manner, and rather serious in her habitual expression. She has done well 
at school, completed a course in architectural drafting; took the bronze medal last year 
for an essay on “Fire protection” in the annual competition open to school children; and 
is a good public speaker. She leads her school in that respect. 


But, living in the country quite cut off from the multitudinous activities of the city, or even 
the small town, Madeleine Cross has naturally a good deal of time to give her radio 
outfit. She has become very skilled at the work, understands the mechanism thoroughly, 
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and can make parts of it herself if necessary. She wants to take out a first-class wireless 
operator’s license, but government regulations won’t let her do so until she is eighteen. 


Uses Loose Coupler. 


The equipment she uses is one of the older types, a loose coupler, galena crystal outfit, 
though she has also a two-step amplifier and vacuum tube detector. 


She picks up a lot of interesting news from the big world outside, as she “listens in” week 
after week. S O S calls from the sea reached her ears when the British steamer Grontoff 
sank in the Atlantic on March 3rd and when the Norwegian boat Maud went down on 
January 21st. She keeps records of anything interesting. 


The “Lady of Shalott” in Tennyson’s poem saw “shadows of the world” appear in a mirror 
of glass, and wove them into a web. Madeleine Cross sees — or rather hears — the 
world in a radio mirror. But she doesn’t weave it into a web. She writes it down in a little 
notebook. '? 


In 1925, Madeleine turned eighteen, and thus qualified for a first-class wireless operator’s 
license. 


Madeleine had moved to Malvern, Scarborough Township by 1931, where she worked as a 
machine operator in the telephone industry. While one might simplify this to “telephone 
operator,” her biography suggests that this is far too reductive. She was boarding with the family 
of Thomas Henry Kidd, one of her uncles. He worked as a bank auditor." 


As of 1946, Madeleine lived at 290 Sutherland Drive, Leaside, and broadcast from VE3QT.* It’s 
unknown why she held this call sign so briefly: as of 1939'° and 1948,"’ it was operated by 
Richard C. Cuming of 207 Beach Street, Hamilton. An employee of the Department of 
Transport, he died May 6, 1972."° His experience included being a radio inspector as of 1936.'° 
Searches for Canadian Crosses in various years have found neither Madeleine or her father.”° 
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On the 1949 voters’ list, there is a technician named Madeline Cross, living in the house of Fred 
Thompson, traveller, and Emma Thompson, 29 Burlington Crescent, which is the Davenport, 
Wychwood area. It’s unknown if this is her, but viable.?' 


Clara and William were living on Highway 50 as of 1954.”? Madeleine was living in Weston that 
year.”9 


Clara died on August 9, 1954, at home.”* Egan Bros. funeral home held the funeral, August 11. 
She was interred at Laurel Hill Cemetery, Bolton. 


William H. and Madeleine lived at 15 Ashton Avenue as of 1957 to 1963. Madeleine was a 
stenographer (1957), technician (1958) and clerk (1963), and William remained retired.”° 


By 1967, William was living in Downsview.”’ 


William died December 1, 1967 at Sunnybrook Hospital.2® Service was held at Ward’s Funeral 
Home, Weston,”? suggesting that Madeleine might have lived in that area at the time. He was 
interred at Laurel Hill Cemetery, Bolton.°° 


Madeleine died on December 29, 2002 in Toronto at Humber River Regional Hospital, as her 
death notice noted, “3 days before her 96th birthday. She still enjoyed a good game of bridge. 
Will be missed by her fellow players and good friends, as well as her cousins and all who knew 
her will miss her sharp wit and good common sense."*' 


She was interred at Laurel Hill Cemetery, Bolton. 
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